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the 1790 census; José Moreno went from “mulato” to “mes-
tizo,” and Jesé&Ravarro from “mestizo” to “espanol.” Within
a generation, this ethnically fluid group of people, assem-
bled mostly from the lower castes of New Spain, shook off
those old categories altogether and gave themselves a re-
birth into a new ethnic identity, Californio.

Pio Pico, born in 1801 and the most famous Californio
of his time, was an Afro-Espaiol (today we’d say he “pre-
sentsas Black”) whose father spoke the Indigenous language
Tongva and who married a fair-skinned woman from a
well-off Los Angeles family. Before the U.S. conquest, Pio
Pico rose to become a member of the California elite (he
was the last Mexican governor of California), and he epito-
mized the aspirations of Californios as an ethnic group; the
idea that they had somehow transcended the lower castes of
New Spain and become “people of reason.”
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